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This is not a new program, just new concentrations.

Fall 2023

Full & Exact Degree 
Designation & Title Bachelor of Arts in Political Science

The purpose of this proposal is to divide the single, generalized program into 4 distinct program 
concentrations: 

1. American Government, Law & Politics Concentration
2. International Relations & Comparative Politics Concentration
3. Political Theory Concentration
4. General Political Science Concentration
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American Government, Law and Politics Political Theory 
International Relations/Comparative Politics 

Research Design in Political Science Statistical Analysis in Political
Science.

American Government, Law and Politics
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Program Learning Outcomes

College of Natural and Behavioral Sciences

Bachelor of Arts

American Government, Law and Politics Concentration

International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration

Political Theory Concentration 

General Political Science Concentration 

Minor 

Faculty 

Salvatore Russo, Department Chair
Hyo Joon Chang, David Dixon, Yea Ji Kim, Christopher Hallenbrook, Annie Whetmore
Department Office: SBS G-322, (310) 243-3435

Emeriti Faculty

Alan Fisher, Linda Groff, Jay Kaplan, Wayne Martin, Richard Palmer

Program Description 

The Political Science Program at CSU Dominguez Hills offers excellent opportunities for the 
study of government and politics.

Over 35 courses cover all the major aspects of the discipline. Students develop an 
understanding of human behavior as it relates to politics. They learn to discuss and analyze 
critically current public policy issues facing the United States and the world. They are taught how 
to critically observe and understand world affairs and comparative politics. They are trained in 
appropriate research techniques for the study of political processes.

Political Science majors may choose between the American Government, Law and Politics 
Concentration; the International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration; the Political 
Theory Concentration; or the General Political Science Concentration.

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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The American Government, Law and Politics Concentration is intended for pre-law students, 
students who wish to pursue a career in local, state or national government, students who are 
interested in a career in speech writing, political campaigns, lobbying or government service, 
and for any students who are most interested in government, law and politics within the United 
States.

The International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration is intended for students 
who wish to enter professional careers in the private sector – including journalism, business, and 
nonprofits – as well as positions at every level of government. This concentration teaches 
students politics across countries or cases within a country, such as democracy, political 
violence, political economy, peacekeeping, trade, climate change, human rights, and global 
health.

The Political Theory Concentration is intended for students interested in examining the 
philosophical and ethical foundations of politics. This concentration trains students in the 
philosophical study of politics, having them engage with perennial questions concerning human 
nature, the purpose of government, the boundaries of the political, the ideal regime, and the 
origins of political obligation. It will benefit students with a variety of goals post-graduation, 
including but not limited to, jobs in private sector businesses, careers in public service, or 
pursuing graduate or law school.

The General Political Science Concentration is a relatively "open" one, allowing students to 
choose from a wide range of courses and subjects within a general framework. It is designed for 
students seeking broad exposure to the diverse subjects of the discipline.  

A five-course minor in political science also is available. While the minor most often is used in 
conjunction with such majors as Sociology, Behavioral Science, Criminal Justice Administration, 
Business Administration, and Public Administration, it can be paired with almost any major 
offered at this university.

Features 

The political science faculty is an interesting and diverse group of scholars actively involved in 
their own research projects. Most have traveled extensively in this country and abroad.

Political science internships are available. One opportunity at the state level is the Sacramento 
Semester Program, which brings students from all 23 California State University campuses to 
Sacramento for one semester to take advantage of a unique learning experience at the State 
capital. Another is The Washington Center program in the nation's capital. 

Through the International Education Center, students can also participate in study abroad 
programs. The Lyman G. Chaffee Endowment for the Political Science Department includes 
funds to further political science studies abroad, as well as funds to support a Chair of Global 
and Comparative Politics.  

The Department of Political Science is further classified as an "Engaged Department" for 
outstanding work in the community. This classification is granted by the campus office of 
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community engagement, the CSUDH Center for Service Learning, Internships and Civic
Engagement (SLICE). 

The department offers annually the Lori Cardenas Memorial Scholarship and the Michael 
O'Hara Memorial Scholarship to outstanding students majoring in political science, sponsors the
active Association of Political Science Students, and participates in Model United Nations
conferences.

Academic Advisement 

Political Science faculty recommend that new and continuing students visit the department for
information regarding career plans, graduation requirements, transfer of credit, program
planning, lifting of academic holds, and graduation approval. Student records and graduation 
changes of major, add/drop, and other forms are kept in the department office. Students needing 
assistance for more specialized interests should see specific faculty members for supplementary
academic advising. For the American Government, Law and Politics Concentration, contact 
Salvatore Russo or Annie Whetmore; for the International Relations and Comparative Politics
Concentration, see Hyo Joon Chang, Yea Ji Kim or David Dixon; for the Political Theory
Concentration, see Christopher Hallenbrook; for the General Political Science Concentration,
see any Political Science faculty member; and for internship opportunities, see the department
chair.

Preparation 

High school students are encouraged to take English composition and social science courses,
including civics, economics and history. Experience in journalism, debating activities and student
government are helpful. A foreign language is not required for the degree. However, students
who plan further study at the graduate level are encouraged to take a foreign language and/or
additional courses in statistics and methodology.

Community college transfer students should contact their counseling office or the CSU
Dominguez Hills Political Science office to identify appropriate lower division major/minor
preparatory courses. Typically, these would include a basic course in American political 
institutions, which would fulfill the state code requirements for U.S. Constitution and California 
state and local government. Transfer students must take most upper-division Political Science
courses at CSUDH, as community colleges typically do not offer equivalent courses. Other lower
division courses introducing students to the discipline of political science, international relations
and comparative politics also are highly recommended.

It is recommended, but not required, that students at CSU Dominguez Hills complete both POL
100 and POL 101 as a preparation for the major. Note also that POL 101 is a required course for
all CSUDH graduates.
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Career Planning

Graduates with Political Science majors or minors from CSUDH have pursued a broad variety of 
careers. These include teaching, law, law enforcement, public administration, business, 
journalism, and international service. CSUDH graduates, including those with advanced 
graduate and law degrees, are employed as attorneys, public administrators, business 
executives, and teachers in schools and universities. Others work as labor union officials and a 
few have been elected to public office. Graduates from our program are employed both within 
and outside the United States.

The best undergraduate education for all careers develops critical thinking, communication,
writing and research skills. Course work and extra-curricular activities such as participation in 
Model United Nations conferences, writing for the campus newspaper and experiential 
internships will improve these skills. Some professions require graduate or law school training 
after the Bachelor's degree. Faculty advisers in the department will help you select the courses 
and an academic program most appropriate for your career goals. They also will explain 
interesting extra-curricular opportunities supported by the department.

Teaching
An undergraduate degree in Political Science is recommended for entrance to graduate school 
in Political Science, with the doctorate essential for teaching at the four-year college or university 
level. Students may prepare for a career in teaching History, Social Science and/or Civics at the 
secondary level (junior high or high school) by completing an approved "Subject Matter 
Preparation Program." Completion of such a program is the first step in meeting the state 
requirements for a teaching credential. Interested students should also consult with the College 
of Education.

Law
Many Political Science majors intend to practice law as a career. We advise pre-law students to 
work closely with the department’s pre-law adviser, Salvatore Russo, who will explain law school 
undergraduate preparation, entrance requirements, school choice and career possibilities.

Politics and Government Service 
Enterprising individuals can use their Political Science degree to pursue a variety of interests in 
the field of politics. These include international and foreign service as well as political campaign 
management, speech writing, survey research, policy research, public relations, lobbying, fund 
raising and so forth. Opportunities result from the initiative of the individual, proper skill 
development and academic advising. 

Public Administration 
A major in Political Science with a minor in Public Administration and the appropriate 
concentration can prepare students for civil service careers at international, national, state 
and/or local levels of government. These careers require both specialized skills and a general 
understanding of political processes. Internship experience and possibly graduate training are 
also recommended for those interested in public administration.
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Journalism 
A Political Science major can prepare students for an attractive career in journalism. A double-
major in Journalism, along with practical experience working on the university newspaper, is
highly recommended.

Business 
Many Political Science graduates have found employment in business. Preparation for this
career involves a broad liberal arts background, combined with knowledge of governmental
processes and organization, public administration, finance, decision-making, organizational
behavior and the processes by which political decisions are made about economic policy.
Political Science majors interested in business should consider selecting a business minor.

All students should make a regular habit of discussing their academic and career plans with 
faculty advisers and fellow students including members of the Association of Political Science 
Students. The Association maintains a small library of materials on career and internship
opportunities, law and graduate school catalogs and course texts.

Graduation With Honors 

An undergraduate student may be a candidate for graduation with Honors in Political Science 
provided the student meets the following criteria:

1. A minimum of 36 units in residence at CSU Dominguez Hills;

2. A minimum grade point average of at least 3.5 in all courses used to satisfy the upper-
division requirements in the major;

3. Recommendation by the faculty of the Political Science Department.

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

Total Course Requirements for the Bachelor's Degree

See the "Requirements for the Bachelor's Degree" in the University Catalog for complete details 
on general degree requirements. A minimum of 40 units, including those required for the major, 
must be upper-division. 

Elective Requirements

Completion of elective courses (beyond the requirements listed below) to reach a total of a 
minimum of 120 units.

General Education Requirements (49 units)

See the "General Education" requirements in the University Catalog or the Class Schedule for 
the most current information on General Education requirements and course offerings.

Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement
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See the "Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement" in the University Catalog.

Minor Requirements

Single field major, no minor required.

Major Requirements (45 units)

Students must fulfill requirements in the Common Core (30 units, see below) and requirements 
for one of the Concentrations:  (see below).

Students must select one of the listed concentrations.

All courses applied to the B.A. in Political Science must be passed with a grade of “C” or better.

The following courses, or their approved transfer equivalents, are required of all 
candidates for this degree.

Common Core Requirements (30 units)

1. Research Methods (6 units):
POL 300 Research Design in Political Science 3
POL 301 Statistical Analysis in Political Science 3

POL 300 must be completed by the student within the first two semesters of taking any upper-
division course for the major. POL 301 should be completed as soon as possible thereafter, 
preferably in the semester following successful completion of POL 300. POL 300 and POL 301 
may not be taken concurrently. POL 300 is a prerequisite for POL 301.

2. Corner-stone Requirements. Take one course from each area of Political Science as follows (12
units)

a. American Government (3 units):
POL 315 Congress and the President 3

b. International Relations (3 units):
POL 335 Introduction to International Relations 3

c. Comparative Politics (3 units):
POL 340 Introduction to Comparative Politics 3

d. Political Theory (3 units):
POL 350 History of Political Ideas 3
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3. Depth in Political Science. Select one course from each of groups a through d below
(12 units):

a. American Government, Law and Politics. Select one course from the following (3
units):
POL 310 Current Issues in American Government 3
POL 312 State and Local Government: Organization and Problems 3
POL 314 American Political Parties and Elections 3
POL 325 Women and Politics in the United States 3
POL 360 American Constitutional Law: Distribution of Power 3
POL 361 American Constitutional Law: Civil Rights 3
POL 370 Public Opinion and Propaganda 3

b. International Relations: Select one course from the following (3 units):
POL 332 International Security 3
POL 334 American Foreign Policy 3
POL 372 International Institutions 3
POL 373 International Political Economy 3

c. Comparative Politics: Select one course from the following (3 units):
POL 341 Government and Politics of East Asia 3
POL 342 Government and Politics of the Middle East 3
POL 343 Political Behavior in Latin America 3
POL 344 Latin America: The Revolutionary Tradition 3
POL 345 Democratization 3
POL 347 Comparative Political Parties 3

d. Political Theory. Select one course from the following (3 units):
POL 319 Horror and Politics 3
POL 351 Modern Political Thought 3
POL 352 Democratic Theory 3
POL 354 American Political Thought 3
POL 355 Politics, Political Theory and Film 3
POL 356 Political Theory & Science Fiction 3
POL 357 Food Politics 3
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Concentrations

American Government, Law and Politics Concentration (45 
units)

A. Common Core (30 units)

See all “Common Core” requirements above.

B. American Government, Law and Politics Concentration Required Courses (9 units):

Select three courses from the following American Government, Law and Politics courses (9
units). Courses chosen for Depth in Political Science may not be double-counted for the 
concentration.

POL 310 Current Issues in American Government 3
POL 312 State and Local Government: Organization and Problems 3
POL 314 American Political Parties and Elections 3
POL 325 Women and Politics in the United States 3
POL 360 American Constitutional Law: Distribution of Power 3
POL 361 American Constitutional Law: Civil Rights 3
POL 370 Public Opinion and Propaganda 3

C. Upper-division Electives (6 units):

Select two additional upper-division political science courses with departmental advisement (6 
units). Also see “Political Science Electives” below.

International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration 
(45 units)

A. Common Core (30 units)

See all “Common Core” requirements above.

B. International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration Required Courses (12
units):

Select four courses from the following IR/CP courses (12 units). Courses chosen for Depth in 
Political Science may not be double-counted for the concentration.
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(Note that POL 33x courses and the 37x courses in this section are International Relations 
courses and POL 34x courses are Comparative Politics courses. However, the chosen four 
courses may come from either area or any combination of the two.)

POL 332 International Security 3
POL 333 International Relations of East Asia 3
POL 334 American Foreign Policy 3
POL 336 Theories of International Relations 3
POL 337 European International Relations 3
POL 339 Model United Nations 3
POL 341 Government and Politics of East Asia 3
POL 342 Government and Politics of the Middle East 3
POL 343 Political Behavior in Latin America 3
POL 344 Latin America: The Revolutionary Tradition 3
POL 345 Democratization 3
POL 347 Comparative Political Parties 3
POL 372 International Institutions 3
POL 373 International Political Economy 3
POL 374 International Human Rights 3

C. Upper-division Electives (3 units):

Select one additional upper-division political science course with departmental advisement. Also 
see “Political Science Electives” below.

Political Theory Concentration (45 units)

A. Common Core (30 units)

See all “Common Core” requirements above.

B. Upper-division Required Courses (9 units):

Select three courses from the following Political Theory courses (9 units). Courses chosen for 
Depth in Political Science may not be double-counted for the concentration.

POL 319 Horror and Politics 3
POL 351 Modern Political Thought 3
POL 352 Democratic Theory 3
POL 354 American Political Thought 3
POL 355 Politics, Political Theory and Film 3
POL 356 Political Theory & Science Fiction 3
POL 357 Food Politics 3
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C. Upper-division Electives (6 units):

Select two additional upper-division political science courses with departmental advisement (6
units). Also see “Political Science Electives” below.

General Political Science Concentration (45 units)

A. Common Core (30 units)

See all “Common Core” requirements above.

B. Upper-division Electives (15 units):

Select five additional upper-division political science courses with departmental advisement (15 
units). Courses chosen for Depth in Political Science may not be double-counted for the 
concentration. Also see “Political Science Electives” below.

Political Science Electives

Any upper-division Political Science course, including from any concentration above, may count 
as an elective for degree satisfaction, with the following exceptions:

Courses counted towards the Common Core or as upper-division required courses within any 
Concentration may not also be counted as electives for degree satisfaction (no double-counting 
of any course is allowed).

Only one POL 494 (independent study) course may be counted as an elective for degree 
satisfaction. 

POL 495 (variable subject) courses may be counted more than once only if the subject matter of 
any subsequent course taken is significantly different than the first POL 495 course counted as 
an elective for degree satisfaction. Consultation with the department chair is advised.

A maximum of two POL 496 (internship) courses may be counted as electives for degree 
satisfaction. 

Other Elective Courses

Availability of “other” elective courses varies. See the course schedule and/or consult
with the department chair about availability.
POL 304 Basic Concepts of Law: Substantive 3
POL 305 Basic Concepts of Law: Procedural 3
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POL 318 Public Policy Choices: Distribution of Wealth 3
POL 320 Urban Government and Policy Choices 3
POL 323 Black Politics 3
POL 328 Cultural Pluralism in American Politics 3
POL 331 International Terrorism 3
POL 349 Government and Politics in Sub-Saharan Africa 3
POL 366 Criminal Law and Procedures 3
POL 371 Conflict, Violence, Nonviolence and Peace 3
POL 375 Technological Policy and the Future 3
POL 401 Political and Public Sector Leadership 3
POL 494 Independent Study 3
POL 495 Special Topics in Political Science 3
POL 496 Internships in Political Science 3

MINOR IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (15 
UNITS)

Lower Division Requirements (3 units)

POL 101

Upper-division Requirements (12 units)

Select any four upper-division Political 
Science courses to fulfill this requirement, 
with the exception of POL 494 and POL 496, 
which will not count towards the minor.
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1. Research Methods (6 units)

2. Corner-stone Requirements (12 units)
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3. Depth in Political Science. Students must select one course from each of groups a
through d below (12 units):
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1. American Government, Law and Politics Concentration

2. International Relations and Comparative Politics Concentration
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IR/CP Courses not yet already listed above: 

3. Political Theory Concentration
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4. General Political Science Concentration
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Curriculum Map

Note to all curriculum committees and authorizing administrators:

The Curriculum Map for Political Science reflects the nature of our discipline. Our program addresses 
different aspects and varying types of government, as well as foundational concepts about the purpose 
of government and the legitimacy of government action, both within the U.S. and internationally. 
Because of the broad scope of our discipline, we have arranged the major into a core  that all students 
must take, plus concentrations which are specific to subfields within the discipline. Students must take 
the core courses, and then may choose a specific subfield concentration or may choose to generalize 
and take courses across multiple subfields. This arrangement of core and subfield courses is common for 
our discipline nationwide and internationally, both at the undergraduate and the graduate level.  

The Political Science Department has five Program Learning Outcomes. In addition, there are four 
Concentration Learning Outcomes. The American Government, Law and Politics concentration and the 
Political Theory concentration each have one Concentration-specific Learning Outcome (CLO). The 
International Relations/Comparative Politics concentration has two Concentration-specific Learning 
Outcomes (CLOs), one for International Relations (IR) and one for Comparative Politics (CP). 

Most Political Science courses do not have to be taken sequentially. This is because the nature of the 
major is such that each course is more like a piece to a puzzle than like a step. The more courses one 
takes, the more one gets to see the "big picture" of how governments and politics in the U.S. and the 
world work. Further, introductory-level materials are often different for each course  or group of similar 
courses. Nonetheless, all students must take POL 101, American Institutions, as part of their degree 
requirements. Most of our students also take POL 100, as it is recommended that they choose this as 
one of their Area D, General Education courses. In addition, the introductory level of all PLOs and CLOs 
are covered within the common core courses of the major. Also note that POL 300 Research Design in 
Political Science is a prerequisite to POL 301 Statistical Analysis in Political Science.  

The courses in this curriculum map are grouped according to “core” courses (courses that all Political 
Science majors must take) and “concentration” courses (all majors must choose one concentration). 
Note that all five PLOs are covered at the proficiency level by at least one core course. The two PLOs 
which have specifically to do with research (PLOs 3 and 4) are only covered within the core by one 
course, but are strongly reinforced within other core courses. PLOs 1 and 2 are covered at the 
proficiency level by two core courses. PLO 5 is covered at the proficiency level in all American 
Government, Law and Politics concentration courses, at least one of which must be taken by all Political 
Science majors, and four of which must be taken by all students who choose this concentration. 

Note also that the Program Learning Outcomes for Political Science are on the next page, and can also 
be found on page 14 of this  document. 

Please also note: Our formerly named PLOs 6,7,8 and 9 are to henceforth be known as Concentration 
Learning Outcomes (CLOs) A, B, C and D. This decision was made in consultation with Matt Mutchler of 
SLOAC in summer, 2021, and reflects the fact that the last four “PLOs” are concentration-specific. 
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RE: Help Request: Program Paperwork

Hyo Joon Chang, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor & Behavioral Science Program Coordinator
Department of Political Science
College of Natural and Behavioral Sciences
California State University, Dominguez Hills
1000 E. Victoria Street, SBS C342
Carson, CA 90747
Email: hychang@csudh.edu
Office: 310-243-3481
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Response A: 

1. We have been working with Matt Mutchler of USLOAC this summer. Please see our revised PLOs,
attached to this file  and on several pages within our New Program form and addendums. Most
recently, I received the following response from Matt:
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Hi Annie,

 

--- 
Christopher R. Hallenbrook, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
California State University, Dominguez Hills 

From: E. Annie Wilson Whetmore <awilson@csudh.edu> 
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 2:54 PM
To: Christopher Hallenbrook <challenbrook@csudh.edu>
Subject: library

Hi Chris, 
Would you tell me again who you consulted with in the library about new books for your 
courses? I have forgotten, and need to contact her for information for the new concentrations. 
Thank you, and I hope you are doing well.
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As long as is alive, the future can evolve by . 
-Deepak Chopra

Hi Annie & Sam,

Your proposal doesn’t have to go through the CNBS Curriculum Committee yet. It will go in the
curriculum register first, and then after the moratorium your CCC will look at it. The last two charts on
this page illustrate where campus sharing falls in the process: https://www.csudh.edu/Assets/csudh-
sites/academic-programs/docs/curriculum-forms-2019-20/new-process/pilot-process-flow-chart-
1.pdf?pilot-process-flow-charts-nov2019

And yes – the process should definitely be faster with different committees really focusing on different 
aspects of the proposal. We’re meeting with the CNBS CCC on Monday to review the new process so I 
hope more information makes it ways to you all shortly. 

Best, 

--- 
Carolyn Caffrey Gardner (she/her) 
Associate Librarian
Information Literacy Coordinator
CSUDH Library 2037-M 
T: (310) 243-3072 | E: cgardner@csudh.edu

From: Salvatore Russo 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 4:51 PM 
To: Alana Olschwang <aolschwang@csudh.edu> 
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Cc: Tracey Haney <thaney@csudh.edu>
Subject: New Program Proposal, Section 3, POL

Hi all,

I am working on Section 3 of the New Policy Proposal for Political Science. (As you may recall, 
we are making some modifications to the major. Among those modifications, however, is the 
addition of concentrations, which requires this to be framed as a new concentration.)

While I've been explaining the hows and whys in more or less a qualitative manner, I am 
wondering what quantitative data would be needed? I am also not what is wanted by the CO in 
section III.3, specifically.

I am including what I have thus far, as I do not know how much detail is needed in any given 
section. (Do I need to walk through each of the new courses added to the major? Graduation 
rates? Employment data for Political Science majors nationwide?)

Thanks, 

-Sam

Salvatore J. Russo, JD, PhD 
Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Political Science 
California State University, Dominguez Hills 
1000 East Victoria Street, Carson CA 90747 
(310) 243-3490
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Professor Whetmore: 

Please take a look at the attached. Some of the terms didn’t match, exactly. We can review over a zoom 
if that will help and I can re-run with new terms if needed.

Thanks,
Alana

From: E. Annie Wilson Whetmore <awilson@csudh.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:13 PM
To: Alana Olschwang <aolschwang@csudh.edu> 
Subject: Re: University Effectiveness, Planning, and Assessment (UEPA) 

 

 

As long as  is alive, the future can evolve by . 
-Deepak Chopra

From: Alana Olschwang <aolschwang@csudh.edu> 
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 4:29 PM 
To: E. Annie Wilson Whetmore <awilson@csudh.edu> 
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Cc: Ryan Weitzman <rweitzman@csudh.edu> 
Subject: RE: University Effectiveness, Planning, and Assessment (UEPA)

Professor Whetmore:

Thank you for sharing the details below. I wanted to let you know that I can help with some but not all 
of the required information. I will send you a dropbox link and upload your reports by program in that 
space. We can have a call to review those and pull out key information for your proposal.

Best regards, 
Alana 
From: E. Annie Wilson Whetmore <awilson@csudh.edu> 
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 1:50 PM 
To: Alana Olschwang <aolschwang@csudh.edu>; Ryan Weitzman <rweitzman@csudh.edu> 
Subject: University Effectiveness, Planning, and Assessment (UEPA) 
Importance: High 
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