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POSTER 
PRESENTATIONS

A research poster is a physical display of 
academic research presented at conferences

It is a static representation of one study or 
research proposal

Usually tacked onto a large board at eye level 
for easy viewing

One or more 
researchers stands next 
to the poster

Greets visitors

Provides short explanation

Answers questions



PARTS OF A RESEARCH POSTER

Abstract
Summary of the study

Introduction
Purpose of the study

Brief review of literature (use citations)

Research questions or hypothesis (if applicable)



PARTS OF A RESEARCH POSTER

Methodology
Participants

Variables (operationalized)

Procedures

Measures (if applicable)

Results
Include graphical representations of data

• Charts, tables, graphs, models, pictures



PARTS OF A 
RESEARCH 
POSTER

Discussion
Explains the results of the study 

and whether your hypothesis(es) 

were confirmed

Conclusions and Limitations

References

Acknowledgements



POSTER DESIGN

• Can create in Power Point, but other software available (Canva, Illustrator, InDesign, etc.)

• Use white background with black type (one section can have light-colored background)

• Visual elements (graphics, subheadings, models, figures, pictures) can have color

• Font should be consistent throughout

• OK to use one font for subheadings and another for text



FONT  TYPES 

 Serif vs. sans serif fonts

• Serif = has “legs” (e.g., Times New Roman)

• Easy to read when text is small

• Sans serif = no legs (e.g., Arial narrow)

• Works with larger type



FONTS

• Effective fonts for subheadings (sans serif fonts)

• Tw Cen MT

• Calibri

• Arial

• Gill Sans MT

• Effective fonts for text (serif fonts)

• Times New Roman

• Palatino Linotype

• Book Antiqua



FONT SIZES

 Font size depends on size of poster

 Limit font sizes to three (e.g., one for title, one for subheadings, one for text)

 For standard template use 90-110 for title, 50-70 for subheadings and 30-50 for text

 For larger posters, adjust accordingly 

• IMPORTANT to be consistent!

• Most important to have all same element types in same font type and size



POSTER DESIGN

Use subheadings for different 
sections throughout

Logical flow of material

Separate sections with lines, 
dotted lines, or boxes

Avoid thick lines

Ensure all similar elements are 
spaced equally



POSTER DESIGN

PRESENT TEXT IN 
SHORT, BULLETED ITEMS

PUT IN EASILY 
UNDERSTOOD TERMS 

CHOOSE LAYOUT THAT 
SUITS YOUR STUDY 



POSTER DESIGN

• Don’t put too much information on 

poster

• Better to explain in person than 

ask visitor to read long blocks of 

text

• Takes time and effort

• Do not simply print out your study 

and hang on board



POSTER DESIGN

Introduction

• The purpose of this study was to 
examine social media users’ 
satisfaction.

• Previous research (Cheever, 2015) has 
shown social media users who 
practice social comparison are less 
satisfied with their online 
experiences.

• Inset type so it does not 

touch lines or boxes

• Use single line space or 

1.15

• Use bullets



POSTER DESIGN

• Use plenty of white 

space to separate 

sections

• Ensure boxes are same 

width

• Guides / gridlines

Introduction

• The purpose of this 
study was to examine 
social media users’ 
satisfaction.

• Previous research 
(Cheever, 2015) has 
shown social media 
users who practice 
social comparison are 
less satisfied with their 
experiences online.

Method

• Students (N=245) 
completed a survey 
indicating their 
satisfaction with social 
media. 

• Measures included: 

• The Social Media 
Satisfaction Scale 
(Cheever, 2012)

• Social Comparison 
Scale (Festinger, 
1954) 



POSTER DESIGN / 
GRAPHICS

• Use high-res photos, figures, models, 

etc. 

• Low-resolution will appear pixelated 

when enlarged 

• At least 300 DPI (dots per inch)



Examples of Low-Res images



POSTER DESIGN

• Tables should be in APA or MLA 

format, depending on discipline

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://owl.excelsior.edu/citation-and-documentation/apa-style/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


POSTER DESIGN





PREPARATION

Practice a summary of your research 
project

Practice answers to anticipated 
questions

Prepare a one- to two-page summary of 
your work to pass out to visitors

Consult with your mentor!



EXAMPLES











POSTER PRINTING

• Leave yourself enough time to print

• Print shop may get backed up with volume of posters

• Show to multiple people before printing

• Mentor(s), peers, professors

• Consider vinyl if you want to keep (costs more but lasts forever)



DAY OF CONFERENCE

• Dress appropriately

• Be prepared!

• Bring copies of your abbreviated study

• Bring tacks (if none provided)

• Arrive early

• Treat everyone equally 

• You never know who is judging you!



RESOURCES

• Canva: Visual Suite for Everyone (free design software)

• https://www.posterpresentations.com/html/research-

poster-design-samples.html (has free PowerPoint 

academic poster templates)

• http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

(tips for creating dynamic posters)

https://www.canva.com/
https://www.posterpresentations.com/html/research-poster-design-samples.html
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign


Thank you!


