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Short Introduction

• Psychology PhD
• Industrial/Organizational 

Psychology subfield

• Teaches PSY 235 – Introduction 
to Research Methods

• Material will be general to apply to 
other disciplines



What are the challenges you 
face with writing literature 

reviews?



Which student did the most successful 
synthesis of information?

University of Oregon - How to Write a Literature Review

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/litreview/synthesize



What is a 
Literature 
Review?
• Overview of previous literature 

in a given research area
• Participation in a scholarly 

conversation

• Synthesis, synthesis, synthesis!
• Not a block of summaries of 

individual articles

• Distinct from annotated 
bibliographies

• Difference between literature 
review section and literature 
review article



Development v. Writing



Steps to Writing 
a Literature 
Review
• Identify a topic
• Literature search
• Reading literature and taking 

notes
• Organizing articles
• (More) Writing!



• Read the full articles, not just the abstract!
• BUT!
• Value in skimming and extracting relevant information!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/instructors/How_to_Read_a_Journal_Article.pdf



Tools

• Research Databases (e.g., PsycINFO) – Literature search
• Zotero – Citation and article management

• Can integrate with Word to insert citations

• Microsoft Excel – Notetaking and organizing articles
• Microsoft Word – Writing



Note Taking is 
Key to 
Paraphrasing
• As you’re reading, take notes 

on key points of the article 
that are relevant to your work

• Notes that are in your own 
words will make synthesizing 
the literature review easier

• Only use quotes for 
emphasis, not because you 
don’t know how to properly 
communicate the author’s 
ideas or results

• Should be rare in your paper

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Raul Pacheco-Vega Abstract Decomposition Matrix http://www.raulpacheco.org/2023/03/the-abstract-decomposition-matrix-technique-to-find-a-gap-in-the-literature/�Raul Pacheco-Vega The Conceptual Synthesis Excel Dump (CSED) technique http://www.raulpacheco.org/2016/06/synthesizing-different-bodies-of-work-in-your-literature-review-the-conceptual-synthesis-excel-dump-technique/



Raul Pacheco-Vega Abstract Decomposition Matrix 



Raul Pacheco-Vega The Conceptual Synthesis Excel Dump (CSED) technique 



University of Oregon - How to Write a Literature Review

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/litreview/synthesize




California State 
University Fullerton - 
Reference Guide: 
Annotated Bibliography 
vs. Literature Review

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CSUF Annotated Bibliographies v. Literature Reviews : https://libraryguides.fullerton.edu/c.php?g=1126867&p=9624943 
https://www.una.edu/writingcenter/docs/Writing-Resources/Comparing%20the%20Annotated%20Bibliography%20to%20the%20Literature%20Review.pdf



Give Yourself 
Enough Time

• You can wait until the 
last minute to write... 

• but it will not be fun.
• Properly demonstrate 

your expertise in this 
area of knowledge
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