What is Social Justice?

You tell us.  Enter your interpretation in the Art Exhibit being held on April 30th, on the eve of May Day 2009, at the Labor and Social Justice Fair at California State University Dominguez Hills. 

There are no age restrictions.  We are inviting everyone to participate in expressing their point of view of the Art Exhibit Themes:  What is International Workers Day?  How did it start and what has it become?  You may focus on a historical, international, or present day perspective. 

Walk through some of the galleries of images about May Day as a workers’ commemoration of the Haymarket Massacre historically.  Look through websites and books about May Day internationally.  See how May Day is being revived by immigrant workers organizations and labor unions in the present.  Learn how these events have shaped our daily lives.  Websites provided below to help guide you. 

Design your art in response to any part of the questions on May Day.  Draw your own images or use some from websites or books that inspire you.  All mediums are accepted including collage and two-dimensional paintings, drawings, pen and ink, crayon, etc.  Try to keep them no larger than 14”x17”.  We ask that all submissions be applied to card stock or have a card stock mat for display purposes.

There will also be Prizes awarded:  1st Place $100, 2nd Place $75, 3rd Place $50

What is May Day?

"In connection with the nation-wide strike for the 8-hour workday, which began May 1, 1886, a mass meeting was held on the night of May 4th in the Chicago haymarket. Its purpose was to protest a police attack on Union pickets at McCormick Harvesting Machine Company in which workers were injured and killed. When police ordered the protest meeting to disperse (peaceful though it was), a bomb was thrown toward the police by an unknown person. The police responded by firing at the crowd. This became known as the "Haymarket Riot," now more properly named the Haymarket Tragedy. The 8-Hour Day Movement was destroyed in the nation-wide hysteria which followed."  

From:  http://www.kentlaw.edu/ilhs/haymarket.htm
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Take a look at some of these sites for the back story and images:

May Day 1884-- Haymarket  Massacre

http://www.chicagohistory.org/hadc/collection.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ichihtml/hayhome.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/chicago/sfeature/sf_haymarket.html
International Workers’ Day

http://www.holtlaborlibrary.org/mayday.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Workers%27_Day
http://www.maydayusa.org/
http://www.workers.org/2008/us/may_day_0515/
Read about Lucy Parsons, August Spies, or the pictures of the Haymarket.  Read about the Immigrant Workers' Marches that have been taking place recently in the U.S. on May 1st.  Research how May Day is celebrated in Brazil, Japan, or other countries.  

There are many more stories and images about May Day to inspire your work.  We look forward to seeing your story come to life in your artwork.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We will make a selection of the art to be displayed at the Fair.  We will also photograph the submissions and put them up on YouTube for a virtual display. 

By submitting your artwork to this fair, you are giving us the right to display your piece at the fair and in conjunction with any publicity for it.

Send the completed permission slip along with your submission in an envelope with cardboard for the added protection of your art or hand deliver it to: 

Dr. Vivian Price

California State University, Dominguez Hills, Department of Labor Studies, SCC 130

1000 E. Victoria Street, Carson, CA  90747    vprice@csudh.edu  310-243-3583              

Art must arrive no later than April 10th.
Artist’s Name______________________________

Home or School 

Street Address ________________________________________

City______________________________  State________  Zip Code____________      

Phone number______________________  E-mail____________________________      

Artist's Signature _______________________________  Date____________________
